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Friendship Force Crosses Cultural Barriers

< Central North Carolina Club 2015 fEE B8N D >
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The following excerpts are from a letter shared by Leroy and Valerie
Stokes from the 2007 exchange ambassador from Japan whom they hosted.
The letter was written for a local Japanese newspaper shortly after the
exchange and was translated by Tomoko Thornburg. Even though the exchange
was several years ago, memories of the exchange still linger for everyone.

My delightful stay in America by Haruhisa Yamada

I had the most unexpectedly wonderful experience

ever in America. In North Carolina, my host family,

Leroy and Val, took me into their home as if I was one

of their family. Their hospitality was so friendly, kind,

and warm. Especially, whenever we would go out to
shop or dinner, Val took my hand and she walked
cheerfully; like it was so much fun to have me. They
asked me what I liked to eat and fixed delicious
seafood dishes for me. I did not know that American
food was so good.

The second night of my stay, Leroy asked me “Did

you bring a tuxedo?” I came to understand that there

would be a big gala for black people. I thought it
would be impossible for me to fit in at such a party so I declined Leroy’s offer to go. (At
one of the group activities, Haruhisa met Tomoko Thornburg who explained to him the

gala was to honor the four A&T students and was a fund raiser and that he should “be a

delegate from Japan” at the evening event.)

Tomoko was right! On that night I had the most exciting and memorable party that I
have ever attended. After the eye popping party was over and we came home, Leroy,
Val and I toasted for our friendship. On that night, Leroy and I took oath of the

eternal brotherhood! By that time, I forgot how apprehensive I was before I met Leroy
and Val. I had the notion that people in the East are aloof. On top of that, poor me, I
was not familiar with black folks at all. As long as I live, I will never forget the

precious memories with Leroy and Val. (Tomoko & AT KE AN EFERESILZHAN)
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Friendship Force makes a difference in our lives and in the lives of others!
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